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What Will be Discussed  

ÅHow to select a tree 

ïYour purpose 

ïYour site 

ïTree specimen characteristics 

ïSpecimen selection 

ÅHow to plant a tree 

ÅSuggested trees from the Markham collection 

ÅSelecting an arborist 



Tree selection: Your Purpose  

ÅShade 

ÅWindbreak 

ÅPrivacy 

ÅPhysical barrier 

ÅAesthetics 

ÅFood production 



Tree Selection: Your Site 

ÅSoil & Moisture 

ïLots of clay and lawns out there 

ÅPotential for abuse 

ïKids, pets, gardening stuff 

ÅInfrastructure 

ïRights of way 

ïSewer lines, septic fields 

ÅNeighbors 

 



Tree Selection: Choices 
ÅShape 

ÅHeight and width at maturity 

ÅSeasonal changes 

ïFlowers 

ïLeaf drop 

ïColor   

ÅDisease and pest resistance 

ÅGrowth rate and Life Span 



Specimen Selection: Overall 

ÅStrong, well-developed leader (or leaders in a 
multi-leader tree) 

ÅBright, healthy bark 

ÅTrunk & limbs free of insect or mechanical 
injury 

ÅGood trunk taper 

Åbƻ άƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ōŀǊƪέ Ą 

 

 

Courtesy U. of Florida Horticulture 



Specimen Selection: Branches 

ÅLow branches: temporary, but help 
develop taper, promote trunk caliper 
growth, and prevent sun damage 

ÅWell-distributed around, considerably 
smaller caliper than, trunk 

ÅWide-angle crotches for strength 

ÅIdeal spacing between branches, at 
least 8ς12" for most species 

 
Courtesy Arbor Day Foundation 



Specimen Selection: Roots 
ÅPotted 

ïNo large, circling roots 

ïSoil & roots joined tightly 

ïPruned roots cut cleanly 

ÅBare Root Seedlings 

ïRoots moist & fibrous 

ïDeciduous seedlings roots about equal to stem length 

ÅBalled & Burlapped 

ïRoot ball firm to the touch, especially near the trunk 

ïRoot ball ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΩǎ size 

 

 

 

Courtesy UCCE Fresno 



How to Plant a Tree 

ÅEvaluate and select site 

ïAutumn is the best time to plant 

ÅDig hole at least 2 x diameter of root ball, as deep as 
root ball 

ïFirm mound at bottom to set tree on 

ïRoughen sides of hole 

Å.ŀŎƪ Ŧƛƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǿƴΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇŀŎǘ ǎƻƛƭ 

ÅWater deeply 

ÅaǳƭŎƘ ǳǇ ǘƻ оέ ŦǊƻƳ ŎǊƻǿƴ 

 

 



Markham Trees 

Catalina Ironwood  
(Lyonothamnus floribundus asplenifolius) 

Summary - tolerates sand & clay & 
deer; pretty flowers; CA native 
 

Evergreen: Yes 
Exposure: Full sun 
Flowers: White, summer 
Height: 20Ω- 30Ω 
Width: 15Ω- 20Ω 
Winter hardiness: 15-20 degrees F 



Markham Trees 

Flaxleaf Paperbark 
(Melaleuca linariifolia) 

Summary - clay & drought tolerant, 
beautiful bark, fast growing 
 

Evergreen: Yes 
Exposure: Full sun 
Flowers: White, summer 
Height: 20Ω- 30Ω 
Width: млΩ- 20Ω 
Winter hardiness: 20-30 degrees F 



Markham Trees 

Persian Ironwood 
(Parrotia persica) 

Summary - seasonal color, winter 
flowers , exfoliating bark (with age)  
  

Evergreen: No 
Exposure: Full sun 
Flowers: Red, winter 
Height: 20Ω- плΩ όōǳǘ ǎƭƻǿ-growing) 
Width: нлΩ- 30Ω 
Winter hardiness: -30 to 20 degrees F 



Markham Trees 

Silk Oak 
(Grevillea robusta ) 

Summary - interesting flowers, 
unusual foliage, for big space 
 

Evergreen: Yes 
Exposure: Full sun 
Flowers: Yellow-orange, summer-fall 
Height: слΩ- мллΩ 
Width: олΩ - рлΩ 
Winter hardiness: 20-30 degrees F 



Markham Trees 

Chitalpa 
(x Chitalpa kashtentensis) 

Summary - heat/drought tolerant, 
spectacular flowers, wide spread 
 

Evergreen: No 
Exposure: Full sun, part shade 
Flowers: Pink to white, summer-fall 
Height: нлΩ - орΩ 
Width: нлΩ - орΩ 
Winter hardiness: 0 degrees F 


